Analysis of pharmaceuticals in struvite
We have compared the amounts of antibiotics in the struvite used in the research of Chen et al. 4 with struvite produced from swine wastewater described in the research of Ye et al. 5 and struvite produced at a WWTP from sludge water of a municipal wastewater. 6 The comparison in Table S2 clearly illustrates the differences in magnitude concerning the amount of antibiotics present in the three types of struvite. The struvite analyzed by Chen et al. contains significantly higher levels of all the analysed antibiotics. Especially the difference between the analysis of the struvite of Chen et al. and Ye et al., both from swine wastewater, is an interesting observation. The difference is almost for all antibiotics more than 100 fold higher in the struvite of Chen et al. Chen et al. do not mention in their paper how they produced the used struvite.
In the analysis of antibiotics in struvite from the aqueous phase of municipal wastewater only cyprofloxacin was detected just above the detection limit, 0.009 mg/kg, 567 times lower than the amount found in the struvite used by Chen et al., see Table 2 . The difference in quality is even more apparent in the case of doxycycline: struvite used by Chen et al. contains 742 mg/kg, whereas the amount of doxycycline in the struvite produced from municipal wastewater was found to be below the detection limit (<0.005 mg/kg), therefore at least 148,000 times lower. The only micro-pollutants above the detection limit in the analysis of the struvite from the aqueous phase are Triclosan (0.013 mg/kg), Caffeine (0.014 mg/kg), Carvedilol (0.007 mg/kg) and Carbamazepine (0.006 mg/kg). 
